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Introduction

It is the goal of Madelia Public School District to continue to meet the academic, social, and
emotional needs of its students, staff, families, and the greater community while keeping the
safety and well-being of its stakeholders at the center of all decision making.

The Madelia Public School District in consultation with the District Advisory Committee has
made the following recommendations to return to school in September 2021.

The District Advisory Committee includes membership from the Board of Education,
administration, staff, Watonwan County Public Health, bus company, parents, and students.

The main goal for the committee is to provide staff and students with a safe in-person learning
option.  This plan supports the CDC, MDH, and the MDE recommendations and mandates.
However, will allow the recommendations to be followed as each individual determines is
appropriate for him/herself.  All mandates will be followed.

The plan will be reviewed monthly at the Board of Education meeting or as often as necessary
based on the local and county COVID 19 and variant cases.
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Maintaining A Safe Environment

Our goal is to minimize the risks of exposure to COVID-19 for students, staff, and families by
using strategies to minimize the spread of COVID-19.

Daily Monitoring of Students for Illness:
Parents are required to complete a health screening of their student each morning before the
student departs for school. Students and staff who have symptoms consistent with Covid-19
should not be in school.

Covid-19 Symptoms Include:
● Cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
● Chills
● Muscle pain
● Sore throat
● Fatigue
● Congestion or runny nose
● Loss of sense of smell or taste
● Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea

Cleaning Procedures:

CDC guidance for sanitation will be followed.  Staff will be equipped with cleaning supplies to
clean desks, tables, and other surfaces as determined by the classroom teacher.  Routine
cleaning will be conducted with the disinfection of high traffic/touch areas/surfaces throughout
the day.

The school will:

● provide appropriate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors (such as soap, hand
sanitizer, paper towels, disinfectant wipes, tissues).

● discourage sharing of items that are difficult to clean or disinfect.
● separate children’s belongings from others’ (in individually-labeled containers, cubbies,

lockers, etc.).
● provide adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high touch materials to the extent

possible (e.g., assigning each student their own art supplies, equipment) or limit use of
supplies and equipment by one group of children at a time and clean and disinfect
between use.

● when equipment must be shared, we will clean and disinfect between each use.
● direct students to avoid sharing electronic devices, toys, books, and other games or
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learning aids.
● direct students not to share food or beverages. Each student should bring their own water

bottle.
● routine use of safe use of hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol by staff and

older students.
● hand washing during key times will be reinforced, such as:

o arrival and dismissal,
o before, during, and after preparing or eating food,
o after using the bathroom,
o after blowing one’s nose, coughing, or sneezing,
o after touching objects with bare hands that have been handled by other people.

Social Distancing: (When required and school is in a hybrid model.)

The school staff will practice a social distance of 6 feet away from the student desks and 3 feet
between student desks, when possible.

Student desks will be spaced apart as far as possible.  Students will have assigned seats and
teachers will maintain updated seating charts.

Face Coverings:

Face coverings will be an option for each person. The school district will have face masks and
shields available to staff and students.

If the local and/or county numbers begin to increase rapidly, a special Board of Education
meeting would be held to evaluate the current data and potentially change the recommendation to
a requirement for mask wearing in the school.

School Nurse:

The school nurse will be the identified point of contact (COVID-19 Program Coordinator) in the
school building for COVID concerns. If the school nurse is not present, the building principal
will act as the COVID-19 Program Coordinator.

Staff and students should be encouraged to self-monitor symptoms throughout the day
and immediately report any symptoms to the school office staff.

If a student becomes injured or ill during the day, staff will immediately call the school
office. The school office staff or the nurse will come to the teacher’s classroom to assist the
child and/or determine if they need to go home.
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Students who are ill will be kept isolated in the school office until a parent/guardian can pick
them up.

COVID 19 Positive Case Response:

The school nurse, Shannon Jacobs, can be reached by contacting the school offices or by email at
shannonjacobs@isd837.org. The school nurse is responsible for responding to COVID 19
questions, concerns, and reporting positive cases to the county and MDH.  The nurse will work
with local health agencies regarding positive cases in the school.

Mental Health and Wellness:

Students should contact the school counselors for guidance or social and emotional concerns.
Sioux Trails Mental Health services are also an option for student needs.  For more information,
please contact Mrs. Ward at meghanward@isd837.org or Mrs. Tara McCarron at
taramccarron@isd837.org.

Food Service:

Lunch will be served in the cafeteria, gym, or classrooms based on the current COVID 19 cases
locally or in the county.  This may change throughout the year.

Special Education:

The students who are receiving special education services are based on the individual student
needs as determined by the individual education plan (IEP) team and as documented in the IEP
or 504 plan.

Students with an IEP will have a Contingency Learning Plan (CLP) to address and individualize
their IEP with consideration to the plan goals, services, instructional methods and delivery,
modifications and accommodations, and the least restrictive environment.

Visitors to the Building:

All visitors to the building will be required to report to the office to sign in.  Visitors are not
required to wear face coverings.

Communication:

Infinite Campus is the main tool used for communication by the Madelia School District. Infinite
Campus allows families to receive phone calls, texts, and emails with school related information.

mailto:shannonjacobs@isd837.org
mailto:meghanward@isd837.org
mailto:taramccarron@isd837.org
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In order to effectively receive information, parent contacts must be accurate and updated as
needed.  Infinite Campus can be accessed through the school website or by going to
www.madelia.k12.mn.us.  Contact the school office for assistance with Infinite Campus access.

Contact Information:

Please feel free to provide additional feedback on the survey listed on the COVID 19 link located
on the school website at https://www.madelia.k12.mn.us/.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:

● Shelly Bauer, Superintendent shellybauer@isd837.org
● Brooke Will, Elementary Principal brookewill@isd837.org
● Jerry Oehler, High School Principal jerryoehler@isd837.org

http://www.madelia.k12.mn.us
https://www.madelia.k12.mn.us/
mailto:shellybauer@isd837.org
mailto:brookewill@isd837.org

